FIREARMS APPLICATION PROCESS AND REQUIREMENTS

In order to obtain a firearm in the State of New Jersey, you must complete the forms listed below.  These forms are also available at the Springfield Police Department Record Bureau, located on the second floor of the Springfield Municipal Building, at 100 Mountain Avenue.

All applicants must be residents of Springfield in order for the Springfield Police Department to process your request.  A current New Jersey Driver’s License showing residency in the Township of Springfield must be presented at the time applications are submitted.

Be advised that an application for a Firearms Identification Card requires the applicant to submit to a background investigation at both the State and Federal level, submission of fingerprints (see below information on the fingerprinting process), supply personal references, and consent to a mental health records check. 

The Springfield Police Department must rely on other State and Federal agencies to return your background investigation information. Please allow an average of twelve to fourteen weeks to process all firearms applications.

A Firearms Identification Card is required for the ownership of a handgun/pistol, or shotgun/rifle, as well as the purchase of ammunition. Ownership of a handgun/pistol requires a permit as well.  If this is your first time applying, and you wish to also purchase a handgun, you may apply for both the Firearms Identification Card and the Permit to Purchase simultaneously.

Please refer to the guide below to determine which forms are required for your needs.

Form STS-33
This application must be completed in duplicate by ALL FIREARMS APPLICANTS.  The form is used for first time applicants, as well as applicants who have already obtained an Identification card, but would like a permit to purchase a handgun.  This form also is used for address changes, lost, stolen, or damaged cards, or name changes.  Upon completion, please remember that 2 original signatures are required on each form.  Do not photocopy a signature.  
FORM DOWNLOAD (right-click, then save as): Form STS-33
Form SP-66
This form is also to be completed in duplicate by  ALL FIREARMS APPLICANTS.  This form is the Consent for Mental Health Records Search which allows authorities to look into whether you were ever hospitalized due to a mental health issue. Please remember that this form also requires that original signatures are on each of the 2 forms required.  Do not photocopy a signature.

FORM DOWNLOAD (right-click, then save as): PLEASE TYPE ALL FILLABLE FIELDS ON APPLICATIONS, PRINT THE COMPLETED APPLICATION, AND ADD YOUR SIGNATURE IN THE APPROPRIATE FIELD.   

This enables the Department to process your application more efficiently.
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First time Firearms Identification Card Applicants must be fingerprinted.  Previous fingerprint submissions for employment, etc, are not accepted as part of the Firearms Identification Card application process.  The Springfield Police Department does not handle fingerprinting of applicants.  When your forms are completed, please bring them to the Record Bureau and you will be provided with a Morpho Trak form and an applicant number specifically assigned to you, which you will need to be fingerprinted.  Morpho Trak
 handles the fingerprinting process for all applicants.  Information on nearby fingerprinting locations, cost, as well as their contact information can be found on this form as well.  Morpho Trak forms are maintained in the Record Bureau and cannot be obtained online, as applicants are assigned individual applicant numbers.

If you already possess a Firearms Identification Card and wish to apply for a Permit to purchase a handgun, or make any changes to your current Identification Card, you must also complete form SBI 212A.  This is a Request for Criminal History Search, used in lieu of fingerprint submissions, and must be obtained from the Record Bureau. The fee for this form is $18.00

Please bring a certified bank check or money order for $18.00 made payable to New Jersey State Police along with your completed Form STS-33 and  Form SP-66 applications.  This will help us to expedite your application as quickly as possible.

Fees:

Firearms ID card (first time applicant): $5.00

Permit to Purchase:  $2.00 per permit

These fees may be paid in cash or by personal check payable to the Township of Springfield.

If you need further assistance or have questions regarding the application process, please contact the Springfield Police Department Record Bureau at (973) 912-2239.  The Record Bureau is open Monday thru Friday from 8:00am – 4:00pm.
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